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Name:_____TEACHER’S GUIDE_______________________________________________________     Period:______________     Points:______________ 

VOCABULARY ACTIVITY:  Philip Vera Cruz, Justice for Farm Workers 

As you read the UFW Philip Vera Cruz Excerpt, use context clues to determine the meaning of the words below.  Then write 

your own original sentence about the farm workers' movement using the terms. 

Word Page and 
Paragraph 

Meaning from context Write your own original sentence 

UNION 24/p. 1 An organization that represents workers. The teachers’ union demanded higher wages and smaller 
classes. 

STRIKE 24/p. 5 

 

A union action by workers to protect 
wages. 

Workers went on strike when growers threatened to lower 
their wages. 

EXPLOITATION 24/p. 7 

 

Abuse and mistreatment of workers by 
owners. 

Farm workers organized to resist exploitation of their labor. 

MANONG 24/p. 8 

 

The first Filipino Americans The Manong represented the earliest Filipinos to immigrate 
to the United States. 

ANTI-
MISCEGENATION 

25/last 
paragraph of 
inset 

Laws that made it illegal for men to marry 
outside of their ethnic or racial group. 

Anti-miscegenation laws made it very hard for Filipino men 
to get married because they could not marry White women 
and there were not very many Filipinas because of laws 
restricting their immigration. 

PROGRESSIVE 25/p. 2 

 

A constant struggle to make things better 
for each generation. 

Things got progressively better for Filipino farm workers, but 
only after many decades of struggle. 

DEPLORABLE 26/p.2 Terrible, degrading 
Farm workers faced deplorable conditions on the farms 
including low pay, backbreaking work schedules, and 
intense heat. 

AGITATOR 27/p. 2 Troublemakers 

 

The U.S. government often tried to portray union organizers 
as Communist agitators to be able to deport them. 

BOYCOTT  28/p. 5 

 

An action to get people to stop buying 
grapes picked by non-unionized workers. 

After many years, the UFw’s boycott succeeded in gaining a 
contract for farm workers that improved wages and working 
conditions. 

UNDOCUMENTED  29/p. 2 

 

Workers without legal permission to be in 
the United States. 

Members of the UFW were divided over how to deal with 
the presence of undocumented workers in the fields. 

EXTENSIONS: 
1)  Create a Poster with some of the words that would focus on the farm worker struggles.   
2)  Create a comic strip using the words to describe the farm workers’ movement and Philip Vera Cruz’ role in it.   
3)  Write a short speech that might be given by a labor organizer to inspire workers to stand up for their rights. 
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